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MESSAGE FROM THE  

DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Over the past year, Michigan State 
University (MSU) Extension partnered 
with Hillsdale County to continue 
strengthening youth, families, businesses 
and communities. Your MSU Extension 
staff members, grounded in local 
relationships, serve by bringing the 
university’s research and resources to 
provide outreach and education in the 
areas Hillsdale County residents need it 
most.  

Be sure to check out the feature story to 
learn about the success of the Be Your Own Boss SPIN Club. 

We’re passionate about serving Hillsdale County and are 
looking forward to a new year. Thank you for your continued 
support of MSU Extension and for partnering with us to make a 
difference.  

 

Matt Shane 

 

CONTACT 

Hillsdale County  

MSU Extension 

20 Care Dr. Suite  B 

Hillsdale, MI 49242 

517-439-9301 

msue.anr.msu.edu 

msue.hillsdale@county.msu.edu 

Hillsdale County 4-H 

 



Hillsdale County youth have a “growing” number 
of opportunities to learn hands-on life skills 
through participation in 4-H. 

Field Crops Programming 
Ricardo Costa, Extension Field Crops Educator, in 
his first year with MSU Extension, provided 
programming to 79 Hillsdale County producers. 
Ricardo has provided support for a variety of 
questions such as number of questions ranging from 
fungi identification and control in ornamentals and 
trees, apple tree varieties, insect traps, 
fusarium head scab in wheat, hairy vetch for hay, soil 
analysis interpretation, land prices, use of 
clethodim to control grasses on CRP, prostrate 
spurge in turf, corn and soybean 
management. Ricardo has also incorporated drone 
technology in his field work. 

Hillsdale County 4-H 
The Hillsdale County 4-H program reached 899 
youth with direct programming opportunities.  Of 
those, 491 were enrolled in traditional 4-H clubs and 
an additional 408 were involved in short-term Special 
Interest (SPIN) clubs.  The program would not be 
nearly as successful without the 144 adult volunteers 
who devote there time to Hillsdale County youth.  

In addition to the 4-H club experience, through the 
format of Youth-Adult Partnerships, Hillsdale County 
offers opportunities for youth to be in a leadership 
roles that allows them to be participants rather than 
recipients in their learning experience. 

Ricardo Costa, Extension Field Crops Educator, 
discusses soybean production with a group of 
producers at the Center for Excellence Field Day. 

Program  Highlights 

Doug Lewis has 
been a District 12 
Advisory Council 
member for 
many years.  
Doug was a 2018 
recipient of the 
MSU Extension 
Key Partner 
Award. 

District Advisory Council  
Washtenaw Council member Doug Lewis was asked why 
he is on Council. Here is his response: “I suppose the 
simple answer is, "because I was asked to". I find it hard 
to say no when someone asks for some of my time in an 
endeavor that has the potential to impact others in a 
positive fashion. Even more so when the people who 
may be impacted are the youth of my county and state. 

I also like being here for the information that is provided. 
In my mind the more you know the better off you are. 
Where else would I get the chance to learn so many 
different things? I might never have seen the inside of the 
garden where we held a recent meeting. The council is a 
great place to meet new people with different views of 
the world. I find it helpful in my many different roles that 
support extension.” 



Nutrition and Physical Activity 
MSU Extension Nutrition Instructors provided nutrition 
education to 205 Hillsdale County youth and 50 
adults through educational series (6-8 sessions). In 
addition, 25 participants received information through 
one-time presentations. 

Based on evaluation data collected after program 
completion, here are some positive outcomes: 

Fruit and Vegetable Consumption: MSU Extension 
adult participants increased fruit (41%) and vegetable 
(42%) consumption. Also, MSU Extension 3rd 
through 5th grade participants were 3.53 and 4.34 
times more likely to eat fruit and vegetables, 
respectively.  

Vegetable Production 
Marissa Schuh, Extension Vegetable Educator 
provided programming and direct consultation to 48 
Hillsdale County producers. Additionally, she 
provided weekly scouting reports for SE Michigan.  
She also continued her support of the Produce 
Safety Alliance training program by conducting 
producer trainings to aid with compliance of the new 
regulations. The first week of December, Marissa 
helped organize and run the Great Lakes Fruit, 
Vegetable, Farm Marketers, and Greenhouse 
Growers EXPO in Grand Rapids.  There are3750 
participants from around the world at this prestigious 
event. 

Food Safety Programming 
MSU Extension offers high-quality, affordable 
programs that help Michigan residents learn the 
importance of safe food and water in their everyday 
lives. Our research-based programs help food 
handlers learn safe food-preservation skills and 
techniques. 

There were 46 Hillsdale County residents how 
participated in MSU Extension Food Safety 
Programming. Classes and workshops such as 
Cottage Food Law, pressure canning, food 
preservation, ServSafe Training, and Safe Food for 
Food Pantries were offered to county residents 
throughout 2018.  

Marissa Schuh, Extension Vegetable Educator, 
checks insect traps at her sweet corn variety trial 
plot. 

In addition to eating more fruits and vegetables, 
MSU Extension youth participants were 2.65 
times more likely to be physically active. 

MSU Extension offers a variety of food safety 
programs for both general consumers and 
home-based business owners. 

Program  Highlights 



MISSION: 
Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational process that 

applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all 
people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU 
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, 
MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias 
against those not mentioned. The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protections from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707.  

What has been the most important thing 
you’ve learned by being involved in this      
4-H program? 

I learned “that working together helps 
achieve a goal faster and more easily 
than working alone.”  

 - 2018 4-H Be Your Own Boss SPIN  

 Club participant 

To introduce youth to entrepreneurial concepts and to get more high school age youth involved in 4-H Insa Raymond, 
Extension 4-H Educator implemented the ‘Be your own Boss’ 4-H SPIN Club as an after school program at Will 
Carleton Academy in Hillsdale. The SPIN Club was in partnership with the CEO Challenge led by Junior Achievement. 
The SPIN Club started in early February and met every Thursday for 1 ½ hours for six weeks. 7 youth, age 15 to 18 
years old, enrolled in the program. One 4-H teen leader assisted facilitating the weekly sessions, teaching youth 
entrepreneurial concepts, and guiding them in creating a product idea and a business plan. The final challenge for the 
SPIN Club members was to present their business idea and plan at Junior Achievement’s CEO Challenge ‘Launch’, 
which was a ‘Shark Tank’ style competition for participating teams.  
 
The Be Your Own Boss SPIN Club formed two teams, one team with 3 members, and the second team with 4 
members. One of the two teams participated in Junior Achievement’s CEO Challenge at Baker College in Jackson on 
March 17, 2018. Sixteen teams, mostly from Jackson area high schools, participated in the competition. Be Your Own 
Boss was the only team representing Hillsdale County and 4-H. Each team had to present their business proposal 
several times. Each time in front of a different panel of judges, who were Jackson County business professionals. The 
Hillsdale 4-H team was very successful and advanced into the final rounds. This was an outstanding opportunity for the 
team to gain confidence, and to gain public speaking and interviewing skills. 
 
Evaluation results show that before their 4-H experience: 
 20% agreed / strongly agreed to understand ‘what it is really like to own your own business’, 
 40% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand record keeping and documentation. 
 40% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand how to create a budget. 
 20% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand methods of marketing and advertising. 
 40% of participants understand how to give an informative presentation. 
After their 4-H experience: 
 100% of participants agreed / strongly agreed ‘what it is really like to own your own business. 
 100% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand record keeping and documentation. 
 100% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand how to create a budget. 
 100% of participants agreed / strongly agreed to understand methods of marketing and advertising. 
 100% of participants understand how to give an informative presentation. 

Be Your Own Boss SPIN Club 


